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OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

Half hours with the Microscope. Being a popular Guide to
the Use of the Microscope as a means of Amusement and
Instruction (illustrated). By EDwiN LANKESTER, M.D.
London: Robert Hardwicke.-The fact of a third edition
of this little book being demanded so soon is a guarantee
of its excellence. Much new matter interspersed with
woodcuts has been incorporated into the present edition.
In addition to proofs of a general revision, we would ex-
pressly direct attention to the acceptable chapter on

Polarised Light: a popular account of the polariscope was
much needed. The book now forms an interesting and
reliable guide to amateur microscopists.

Lahore to Yarkand. Incidents of the Route and Natural

History of the Countries traversed by the Expedition of
1870, under T. J. Forsyth, Esq., C.B. By GEORGE HEN-
DERSON, M.D., and ALLAN HUME, Esq., C.B. London: L.
Reeve and Co.&mdash; It’s a far cry " from Lahore to Yarkand,
and a journey to a place so little visited by Europeans as
Yarkand is beset with so many difficulties requiring strength
of wind and limb, as to daunt any but the most resolute.
The first part of the book is taken up by a narrative of the
journey by Dr. Henderson-an admirable and eminently
painstaking production while the second part is devoted
to ornithology, insects, and plants, the whole forming a valu-
able contribution to natural history, and reflecting the
highest credit on Mr. Hume. The book, which is profusely ’,
illustrated, is, by its great worth, so far removed from
ordinary books of travel that, with the limited space at our I
disposal, we will not attempt to give even a summary of
its contents.

Spirit and Mind Polarity, or the Disentanglement of Ideas.
By ARTHUR Yourra. pp. 180. London: Houlston & Wright.
Worthing: W. Paine.-In this volume the author attempts
to prove that human ideas bear certain symmetrical rela-
tions one to another; that, in fact, they possess the quality
of polarity-i. e., opposite properties in opposite directions.
His various positions are sustained and illustrated by co-
pious extracts from the writings of Sir William Hamilton,
Comte, Mill, Whewell, and numerous other celebrities; and
the details of the scheme are set forth in a series of pretty
tinted diagrams, of which the Cross is the basic form, and
in which the subsidiary or axial ideas are represented as
turning upon, or proceeding from, a central or pivotal idea.
The author believes his theory of polarity is supported by
the fact, as stated by Dr. E. H. Nolan, that by every nation
possessing a creed or a philosophy the sign of the Cross has
been used. There is in the book a considerable amount of

ingenious reasoning, and there is not wanting a certain
plausibility in some of the propositions laid down. But, as
in all works of this nature, the haze is a little too dense for

ordinary powers of penetration. Still the volume will doubt-
less prove interesting and attractive to minds that love the
shade of abstruse inquiry.
Light Science for Leisure Ho’urs. (SecondSeries.) Familiar

Essays on Scientific Subjects, Natural Phenomena, &c.,
with a sketch of the life of Mrs. Somerville. By RICHARD
A. PROCTOR. Longmans and Co.-Anything from Mr.
Proctor’s pen is sure to be interesting as well as solid. The
success and appreciation which met the publication of the
first series of Light Science Essays created a demand for a
second. This deals chiefly with astronomical subjects, and
with oceanic circulation, and is in every way a satisfactory
work. The book is well adapted for that section of the
reading public who, while hankering after science, are yet
in such awe of the severe goddess as to require the media-
tion of an exponent who shall unfold her mysteries in an
easily understood and popular form. Such a mediator is
Mr. Proctor.

The Children’s Mirror. A Hundred Stories in German
and English. By FREDERICK NEEBE, Ph.D., and AUG.
SIEBLE. London: Longman and Co.-The want of easy
German stories to facilitate the introduction of young folks
to a knowledge of the German language has long been felt.
Dr. Neebe, who is a clergyman of the Lutheran church,
has presented the public with a little book fairly fulfilling
the requirements demanded-namely, an effective method
with easy exercises. With the exception that the English
translations of the stories are occasionally clumsy, the book
leaves little to be desired.

The Internal Parasites of our Domesticated Animals. By
T. SPENCER CoBBOLD, M.D., F.R.S. London: The Field
Office.-The greater part of the contents of the book under
notice have already appeared in the pages of our con-

temporary The Field. The author gives a succinct exposi-
tion of the entozoa infesting our domestic animals, com-
prising the ox, sheep, dog, horse, pig, and cat. The manual
will be found useful and interesting not only by medical
men and veterinary surgeons, but also by agriculturists and
stockowners. We can cordially recommend the book.
The Teeth : Notes on their Pathology. By OAKLEY

COLES, L.D.S.R.C.S. London: J. and A. Churchill.-
These notes originally appeared in the British Journal of
Dental Science. Their value is now enhanced by careful
illustrations from Bruek. Although by no means an ex-
haustive contribution to our knowledge of dental pathology,
the book is a praiseworthy effort, and worthy of perusal.

Analytical Records.
NEW DRUGS ETC. INTRODUCED BY MESSRS. FERRIS

AND CO.

MESSRS. FERRIS & Co., of Bristol, have sent us specimens
of New Drugs &c. exhibited by them at the meeting of the
British Medical Association. Some of them are very valu-

able, and all are interesting. We regret that space does
not permit us to notice them all.

Sulpho-carbolate of Sodium, with and without quinine.
Suggested by Dr. Sansom, who asserts that it liberates
free carbolic acid in the system.
Syrupus Fer1’i et Potassii Bromid. Recommended in neu-

ralgic affections, and for bronchocele, scrofula, &c.
Tincture of Phosphorus. One grain in three drachms.

Suggested by Dr. Warburton Thompson.
Syrttp of Soluble Iodide of Starch. A clear blue syrup.

As it contains the iodine in a very loose state of com-
bination, it appears an excellent form in which to give
iodine. It was introduced by Ruspini.
Wine of Iron and Beef. Made from Liebig’s extract and

dry sherry. An excellent tonic and stimulant. It is also
sold without the iron.

EIRBY’S PHOSPHORUS PREPARATIONS.

Although the use of phosphorus as a therapeutic agent
has hitherto been precluded or restricted in this country to
any but certain grave conditions of the system, such as
extreme nervous exhaustion, it is pretty evident that the
use of, the powerful stimulant is gradually obtaining a
fair amount of sanction and popularity. When the exhi-
bition of phosphorus is clearly indicated we should have
no hesitation in recommending Messrs. Kirby’s preparation.
The pearl-coated, tasteless pill, containing -i3 of a grain of
phosphorus, will be found a reliable mode of administering
the drug. That the pill contains phosphorus is easily
proved by holding a small piece in the flame of a candle.-
Messrs. Kirby and Co., 14, Newman-street.



632

EXTRACT OF MEAT.

This extract is stated to be prepared from the best English
beef. We have felt it our duty to examine the preparation
with considerable care, and are glad to be able to give it

unqualified praise. We believe it is just what it claims to
be-a well-prepared extract of English meat, free from ad-
dition of any kind. Its faavour is most excellent. When it
is mixed with water, either hot or cold, in the proper pro-
portions, we find it impossible to distinguish it from the
best home-made beef-tea, and its cost is about the same.
In fiavour it is certainly equal to any other extract we
’have examined. The manufacturers are Messrs. Harvey &

Reynolds, Briggate, Leeds.
DR. GIRARD’S PROTOXALATE OF IRON.

An almost tasteless, yellow powder, consisting, as we find
by analysis, of the pure salt. A Committee of the Paris

Academy of Medicine describes it as a valuable remedy,
which never disagrees with the stomach, and not only does
not produce constipation, but acts in suitable doses as a
mild aperient. These are great advantages, and we think
the preparation deserves a careful trial.-Agents: Newbery
and Sons, Newgate-street. I

EAU JI’UNERALE NATURELLE, SULFUREUSEALCALINE
IODUREE, ET BROMUREE.

This water is sufficiently described in the above title.
It is strongly alkaline, and yellow from the alkaline

sulphide which it contains, and iodides and bromides can
readily be detected in it without concentration. Calcium
and magnesium are present in small quantities.-Soci6t6
des Eaux Minerales de Challes, pres Chambery, Savoie.
’ GOLDSWORTHY’S WHEATEN BISCUITS.

Whole meal biscuits, apparently made with butter.
Coarse in texture, but very sweet and pleasant during
mastication. They are no doubt excellent food for persons
who suffer from constipation.-Agent: Mr. J. C. Bragg,
Wigmore-street, W.

New Inventions.
A NEW UTERINE STEM.

THE accompanying woodcut represents a self-retaining
flexible intra-uterine bulbous stem made by Messrs. Coxeter
for Dr. Squarey, of the Hospital for Women, Soho-square.
It is a modification of Dr. Greenhalgh’s flexible winged
india-rubber stem, but differs from it in the following par-
ticulars -

1. The bulb is substituted for the wings, as being softer
and less liable to cause irritation. The wings, in Dr.

Squarey’s experience, cause more or less menorrhagia at the Bthree or four periods succeeding the introduction of the stem. I

2. It is not quite so flexible as Dr. Greenhalgh’s, but
smaller. Dr. Greenhalgh’s equals in size a. No. 12 catheter,
while Dr. Squarey’s is equivalent to a No. 9. Its extra

rigidity is caused by a piece of single-webbed gum-elastic
catheter passed into it from the shield to the bulb; this
also prevents compression of the stem.

3. It can be introduced very easily by a simple con-
trivance (as shown in the drawing), by means of which the
bulb is stretched and the whole stem reduced to a uniform
diameter. The bulb re-forms immediately on the withdrawal
of the introducing instrument.
The advantages claimed for this stem are that it is very

light, very soft, scarcely at all irritating, very flexible, yet
firm enough to maintain the canal of the uterus open with-
out in the least affecting its normal movements on itself or
its normal movements in the pelvis. It has been used most

successfully in those cases of flexions which cause dysmenor-
rboaa ; and it may be tried in all cases where there is
obstructive dysmenorrhoea, whatever the cause.

LESLIE’S PLIABLE COURT PLASTER.-THE NEW
PLIABLE ADHESIVE PLASTER.

THESE plasters-introduced by Messrs. Mackey and Co.,
1 & 2, Bouverie-street, Fleet-street-are remarkably flexible
and elastic. We have witnessed a trial of the adhesive

plaster at one of the London hospitals, and can speak very
favourably of the result.

Messrs. Mackey and Co. have also introduced the ingenious
box for plasters represented in the accompanying cut. The

box contains a cane roller on which the plaster is rolled,
and from which it is easy to cut just the length required.
It is sold as 11 Leslie’s Plaster Caddy," and appears very
convenient. Another useful contrivance is 11 Leslie’s Plaster

Cabinet," which contains rolls of silk plaster of various

widths, arranged as in the caddy. It is intended for the

consulting-room table, where it would doubtless be found
handy. 

--- - -

Foreign Cleanings.
ON EXTIRPATION OF THE LOWER EXTREMITY OF

THE RECTUM.

DR. MARCHAND, prosector to the Paris hospitals, has just
published on the above subject a most interesting essay, the
conclusions of which may be summarised thus :-(1) Extir-
pation of the lower extremity of the rectum, when prac-
tised within certain limits, is not a very grave operation.(2) It does not more than any other operation expose to
immediate complications which should cause it to be re-
jected. (3) It does not bring on any infirmity which can
compare with that created by the disease for which it
is most commonly employed. (4) The morbid phenomena
which follow are not more frequent nor more rapid than
those which succeed operations performed for similar objects
on other parts of the body, when the operation has been
carried far enough beyond the diseased limits. (5) It
ought, however, to be reserved for cases where the surgeon


